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Live Trustfully 
By Kirby Page 


Jesus’ admonition not to worry about food and clothing and shelter should 
be considered in the light of his word about the Fatherhood of God and the 
brotherhood of man. 


He knew that God is holy love, concerned about the wellbeing of every 
individual on this wide earth, and infinitely eager to enrich the life of even 
the least of his children. 


Jesus placed the stamp of inestimable worth upon every other person. A 
man must treat his brother, neighbor, enemy with the respect due an indi- 
vidual whose life is valued supremely by the living God. 


Thus it becomes clear what Jesus meant when he called upon men to 
seek first the Kingdom of God: respond to the loving initiative of God, co- 
operate with him faithfully, trust him completely; yearn over your brother 
and neighbor and enemy, engage with entire self-forgetfulness in a ministry 
of compassion and service. 


This is the way to find life indeed. Men cannot get along without bread 
and clothing and shelter. Yet man does not live by bread alone, but by 
right relationships. An individual’s material requirements can readily be 
supplied by God’s providence, his own labors, and the cooperation of the 


brethren. 


So live trustfully. 
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News and Notes 


Blair, Nebraska. 


Trinity Seminary and twenty-eight 
seniors at Dana College will be gradu- 
ated on Sunday, May 30. The Rev. L. M. 
pastor 


Andersen, of Our Savior’s 


Rev. L. M. Andersen 


Lutheran Church, Racine, will deliver 
the Baccalaureate sermon at 11 a. m. 
At 3 p. m. the Commencement exercises 
will be held. Dr. O. G. Malmin, Editor 
of the Lutheran Herald, of Minneapolis, 
Minnesota, will deliver the Commence- 


Dr. O. G. Malmin 


ment address. Following the Com- 
mencement program, the traditional 
Kaffebord will be held on the middle 


dress, advertisements and all communications pertaining to the Business Department 


Nebr. When CHANGE OF ADDRESS is 
Post Office at Blair, Nebr., under Act of 


Seven seniors at 
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campus. Friends of the graduating 
seniors and other visitors are cordially 
invited to attend all the festivities of 
the day. 


Good Tracts. On our recent trip to 
New York we had a chance to visit the 
American Lutheran Publicity Bureau 
under the able management of Theo- 
dore Wittrock. It is an independent 
Missouri Lutheran concern. The Ameri- 
can Lutheran Monthly is published 
there. And they supply congregations 
with tracts. Last year over 1,000,000 
good tracts were sent out to congre- 
gations. We suggest that any one who 
wants good tracts write to American 
Lutheran Publicity Bureau, 1819 Broad- 
way, New York 23, N. Y. 

Miss Helen Margaret Jacobsen’s ad- 
dress is 1423 West 6th Street, Racine, 
Wis. 


Council Bluffs, Iowa. Our Savior’s 
Lutheran Church reports a net gain of 
261 baptized members for 1953. The 
gains made in 1954 have sent the 
membership mark over the 1000 mark. 
A committee on Evangelism conducts 
a monthly visitation night, when some 
60 people make calls on prospective 
members. This visitation work has 
helped a great deal in gaining new 
people. The total income of the church 
was $26,551.00, an increase of 40 per 
cent over the previous year. The Rev. 
Verner Carlsen is pastor of the church. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
Dana’s Location 


Dear Editor: 

Dana’s location in the merger is being 
discussed in The Ansgar Lutheran. Such 
an important question should be con- 
sidered before final steps are taken in 
the matter. If the four-way merger be- 
comes a reality, Dana’s present location 
will be strategic from a geographical 
viewpoint. Dana will be the only 
college in a large area of the merged 
church. The nearest college to Dana 
will be Augustana in Sioux Falls, S. 
Dak. From a geographical viewpoint 
Augsburg college, St. Olaf college, and 
Luther college will be very close to- 
gether. Augsburg and St. Olaf in the 
eastern part of district No. 8, and 
Luther in the northeastern corner of 
district No. 9. A. V. NEVE 


ligious News Service, 


Much of our news is received from Re- 
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EBEN-EZER IN-THE-PINES| 


Again we invite you to join us a 
Home for rest and retreat at 
green in the beautiful Colorado Roc 

Evergreen is 35 miles southwes 
Denver and can be reached by cal 
bus along highways of beautiful sce 
—highway 285 and 74 through Morrij 
or 6 and 40 lead right to Everg 
town. Eben-Ezer in-the-Pines is } 
minute walk from main street. 

Eben-Ezer in-the-Pines welco 
guests for vacation, week-ends or si : 
days. There is no fixed charge. ( 
price, ca. $3 per day (children $2), 1 
be paid at departure. The Home 
non-profit enterprise founded | 
Christian fellowship, conferences | 
retreat. It accommodates 35 in sin 
double and dormitory rooms. q 

This year the devotional part of} 
fellowship will be conducted by p 


ing American Lutheran Church © 
Evangelical Lutheran Church. Na 


respective church papers. 
With its central position Everg 
provides an excellent base for sig 
seeing in the Rockies. —-We hope 
meet you there during the coming st 
mer months. Eben-Ezer in-the-Pi 
will open June 15th and close Lal 
Day. Please write for reservations 
Rev. V. E. Bagger, Sui 

Eben-Ezer, Brush, Color} 


District Meetings of the U.E.L.C 


North Dakota-Montana District 
June 10-13 Luverne, North Dak 
West Canada District 
August 5-8 Dickson, Alberta 
Atlantic District 
September 2-5 Falmouth, Maine | 
Iowa District = 
September 9-12 Storm Lake, Iow 
Nebraska District 
September 23-26 Fremont Bluf 
Nebraska : 
Pacific District 
September 30-October 3 Eugene, oO. 
Minnesota District | 
October 7-10 Edina, Mpls., Minnesa 


Circuit No. 7 of the W.M.S. in Iov 
met in Des Moines, Iowa on April £ 
This circuit is composed of W.M.S. § 
cieties from Scranton, Coon Rapids, A 
dubon town and Ebenezer R.FJ 
Hamlin, Exira, and Des Moines. 

(Continued on page 6) 


REV. JOHN M. JENSEN, Edit 
321 HE. 8th Street 
Spencer, Iowa 


per year in advance; foreign countries, $4. 


should be sent to the editor at Spencer, Ioy 
A special club rate 


more copies are sent to one address, and $2.00 a year 


Subscriptions, remittances, change of : 


should be sent to the Lutheran Publishing House, Ble 
- Entered as second-class matter, December 14, 1927, at | 
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itorials and Commenis 


SOMETHING THAT MAKES US SAD 
ot long ago we had a letter in which the writer at- 
ted the Revised Standard Version of the Bible. We 
\not print the letter. We wrote the writer and tried 
ow him, that the Revised Standard Version is good, 
er than King James, and it is much more readable. 
_it makes us sad that this layman, who is very sin- 
i taught such things by some irresponsible men. 
o weeks ago we wrote about our visit to the United 
tions, and we spoke highly of the work done there. 
believe it is better that we try to talk about things 
ich divide the nations than that we shoot one another. 
‘ut now the Fundamentalists have adopted a resolu- 
. that the United States should withdraw from the 
NN. 
_ resolution calling upon the United States to withdraw 
mn the United Nations was adopted by the American 
rncil of Christian Churches at its spring convention at 
hison City, N. Y. 
ne fundamentalist organization described the UN as “an 
rument for Red prestige and propaganda,” said it has 
led to work” and added that, “if it did work, it would 
ome a world government to which we are morally and 
._pturally opposed.” 
"he fact is that the United Nations has done much 
id, and it is doing much good. 
sut this same convention also had something to say 
‘ut the Revised Standard Version. We quote: 
n other actions, the group attacked the Revised Standard 
sion of the Bible as a “distorted translation”; called for 
-istians to protest against the “hindering of religious free- 
2 in Catholic countries,” citing Colombia as an example; 
_ voiced opposition to entry into the U.S. of pastors and 
aisters from Communist countries to attend the forth- 
ning Second Assembly of the World Council of Churches. 
"he latter action specifically asked that the State Depart- 
at prohibit the entry of Prof. Josef L. Hromadka of Pra- 
+, prominent Czech Protestant theologian, and Bishop Al- 
+ Bereczky of Budapest, head of the Hungarian Reform- 
‘Church. 
t charged they would come “to spread Communistic pro- 
‘anda” and to gain “information vital to the safety of this 
ntry.” 
We disagree with all these resolutions except the one 
nut religious freedom. 
Ne are in complete agreement with the statement by 
arles P. Taft. At Dayton, Ohio, Taft said: 
sarring churchmen who live behind the Iron Curtain from 
Second Assembly of the World Council of Churches at 
anston, Ill., in August would be “a foolish position to 
en 
The Cincinnati attorney, a member of the World Council’s 
itral Committee, said that some groups, including the 
.erican Legion of Cook County (Chicago), had objected 
the proposed attendance of Czechoslovakian, Hungarian 
1 Polish churchmen at the Assembly. 
None of those visitors are going to divert, convert or 
vert any of us,” Mr. Taft told 300 church women here. 
added, “They are going to find out many things about 
erica contrary to what they have been told, and they 
going back home with their Communistic beliefs shaken.” 
t makes us sad that some otherwise very good Chris- 
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tians, men who preach Christ crucified, hold such views. 


We know that there will be some liberal men at Ev- 
anston, but how can we influence these men, unless 
we get together with them. And certainly, the theme, 
Christ, the Hope of the World, is a theological theme, 
and we can be certain that conservative theologians will 
not yield to the liberal element that may be at Evans- 
ton. We believe that the Word of God is not bound, and 
it will not be bound at Evanston. 


Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, president of the United Lu- 
theran Church in America, and vice-chairman of the 
World Council’s Central Committee spoke to the editors 
at the Associated Church Press meeting at New York 
about the problems before us at Evanston, Aug. 15-31. 


By having a “doctrinal theme,” he said, “we are going to 
prove to ourselves and to the world that our fellowship is 
strong enough to examine fundamental doctrines of faith 
about which we are not as yet agreed. 


“In so doing,” he added, “we will at Evanston demonstrate 
to the world our maturity. This theme comes at precisely 
the time when the world is thinking in terms of a violent 
end. We are offering something to replace thermo-nuclear 
eschatology. The question is not will we be blown to smith- 
ereens, but will we be blown into Kingdom Come. 


“Christ—the Hope of the World,” he continued, “echoes 
the urgency of our times. With life going faster and faster 
we can no longer believe that we have forever to accomplish 
the task of Christianity.” 

This urgency, Dr. Fry said, will create new perspectives. 
“It points up, for instance, the absurdity in thinking in terms 
of race at the moment of eternity,” he said. 


There are some Lutherans too that fear the World 
Council of Churches. But certainly it can only be right 
and good for Christians of many different denominations 
to get together and discuss such a theme as Christ the 
Hope of the World. 


Again it makes us sad that some say, by all means 
do not get together with any one else than those who are 
in strict agreement with you. 


WORKING TOO HARD 

A bird got hungry one day. He saw a boy fishing, de- 
cided to ask the boy for a fish. The boy was pleased to give 
the bird a fish, but he demanded a feather in return. Now 
the bird had a lot of feathers and one feather wouldn't 
hurt him anyway. The next day he felt as lazy as he had 
the day before, and traded another feather for a fish. 

Finally, the bird was without any feathers! A cat came 
along and ate him up. 

A sleeping man stirs as the morning alarm-clock goes off. 
Craving more sleep he gropes with searching arms to try 
and deaden the clatter. In his semiconscious way he creates 
complete stillness. In a few minutes the man is dead to the 
world again. 

We can shut off the alarm bells. We can say, facing any 
particular situation, “One feather won’t hurt.” What can 
one person do about the mess in the world? What if orien- 
tals starve? So we’re going to have another war! So what? 

Don’t write your M.P. or Congressman about vital issues. 
Don’t keep informed about world affairs. Sit back—relax! 

Of course, you will lose the use of your arm when you fail 
to exercise it. And it is true that a man who fails to attempt 
to make a better world may wind up in a worse one than 
he found. But you are tired of hard work for a new world. 
Just let it go! —James Piety, Minnesota 
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“Blessed Are the Meek, for They Shall Inherit the Earth” 


By J. H. Thomsen 


Meekness is despised and ridiculed on this sin-cursed 
earth as something to be disdained. Rather do men say, 


“Blessed are the mighty, for they shall inherit the earth.” 


Among the nations of the world, the same spirit is of- 
ten manifested as the strong nations attempt to force 
their weaker neighbors to submit to their ideas and 
ideologies. 

Even people, without the guidance of God, seek their 
own selfish gains at the expense of others, believing 
that, “Blessed are the rich and mighty for they shall in- 
herit the earth.” Behold, the strife between capital and 
labor, world wide and century old. Note how those who 
care not for divine principles cheat in business, dodge 
legitimate income taxes, engage in cut-throat competition. 
All, to gain more money and goods. 


But history has proven again and again, that great- 
ness gained through sheer force and intrigue never has 
lasted! Truly, Jesus spoke the truth when he said, “He 
who takes up the sword shall perish by the sword.” Are 
not the Nuremberg trials fresh in our memories? 


Meekness requires and has plenty of force, which 
however remains inside of a prescribed path of love. It 
is not weakness. Meekness is the dynamic force which 
holds all the potential powers of the soul under control. 


May 24, 1'| 
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Jesus is the supreme example, and could confiden}} 


say, “Learn of Me, for I am meek and lowly in hee 


and no one could challenge his statement. When a citi} 


population despised him, through which he and his 


ciples were passing, he did not cause fire to come dow 


and devour the town as his disciples demanded, {; 


he rebuked the disciples for making such a requeéf 


When the enemy was closing in upon him and his d 
ciples in the garden of Gethsemane, he could have cz 
ed forth 12 legions of angels to defend himself and Ij 
little flock. Imstead, he meekly submitted to mocked 
torture, false trial and death. When they suspended hi 
upon a cross, he could have descended from there, 
he chose rather to follow the path of love and mee 
ness, and to die for the sins of the world. 

Christians must copy the example of the Lord Jed 
Christ and follow the path of meekness and love; 
this calls for divine power and guidance in order to fi 
fill it. In dealing with their fellow men they must st) 
on the track of God’s word, dealing with them fi 
but with true humility and piceknees or they will be 
the train, which just the other day left the track as} 
was going down a mountain gorge,—crashed, killi 
over 160 persons. When we lose our meekness, the ge 
ernor is off, and spiritual disaster is near! 


' 


Home Remedies for Marriage Problems 


By C. E. Davis 


Today you hear a great deal about psychologists, psy- 
chiatrists, marriage counselors and others who are sup- 
posed to help you pull your marriage out of the fire or 
off the rocks. I am all for such help if you need it; how- 
ever, I believe many couples could avoid such need and 
thereby save more than just expense. 

Marriage partners ought to do more listening to their 
own consciences and counseling with each other. If I have 
caused my wife embarrassment or distress of any kind, 
the best thing I can do is to admit I was wrong, ask for 
her forgiveness and discuss with her how to avoid re- 
peating the mistake. Her help is likely to be as effica- 
cious as that of some counselor and much less expensive. 

A husband and wife should learn to recognize each 
other’s danger signals. These signals differ with indi- 
viduals. With some women, tears are close to the sur- 
face and appear rather easily and early; with others, 
tears are an indication that you have gone much too 
far in the wrong direction. Heavy damage has been done. 
You must back up quickly and hasten to make ade- 
quate amends. And why should we not try to keep on 
good terms with someone we basically love and who 
means much to us? Not to do so is both plain and fancy 
foolishness. 


We should also avoid allowing tensions to build ua 
dangerous proportions. It is far better to pop off o 
casionally and release tension than to repress it un 
explosive pressure has been built up. 


One should not have to go around sputtering and hi 
sing all the time but an occasional brief popping off 
far better than screwing down the safety valve ai 
letting pressures rise until you burst your emotion 
boiler. When that happens your companion will be n 
only surprised but stunned. Gander sauce should al 
be available for the goose. If a man benefits from an o 
casional release of emotional tension, he should allc 
his wife the same privilege. When it is happening, ke 
yourself under control, especially your tongue. Doz 
light a match near escaping high octane gas. 


A little give and take, common sense, confession, fc 
giveness and love will go a long way and do wonde 
No fancy marriage cures for me unless home remedi 
including religion have failed. Of course, if you ha 
neglected yourself and have become a chronic case w 
psychopathic complications, you probably need a speci 
ist. In that case, get the best help you can; don’t go 
a quack. —Gospel Messenge: 


\iny 24, 1954 
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: CHURCH NEWS FROM HERE AND THERE 
HPP Pbpb bbb bP Rp pb HD pbb bbb bbbbbbbbbbbibtiits 


lignes to Spend $155,000 
‘yg New Churches in Greenland 


ad fopenhagen, Denmark—The govern- 
tid nt of Denmark has earmarked 1.1 
4 lion crowns or about $155,000 to 
*) id new churches in Greenland dur- 
‘th the next five years. 


te Ihe sum was included in a 120 million 
I budget of a five-year plan for 

i¢yjueral development of Greenland, an-- 

{anced here by the government. 


igpOL the 120 million crowns set aside 
a | the five-year plan, 23.5 million were 
_ marked for construction of hospitals, 
“RS million for new schools, and 1.1 
‘i lion for church construction. 


‘Hareenland was a colony until last 
\kamer when it was officially recogniz- 
wy as an integral part of Denmark. 
, vst parts of the huge northern island 
»¥. constantly covered by ice and snow, 

$c along its western and_ south- 

iMestern fringes approximately 21,000 
\eximos live in a string of 161 settle- 
(spots and outposts. 


Ny 


l@-ractically all the Eskimos are today 

ni mbers of the (Lutheran) Church of 
mmark, which maintains the mis- 

‘$mary work started in 1721 by the 

‘Itrwegian missionary Hans Egede. 

“} Church headquarters, under a 

-® Danish dean, is the capital of Green- 
d, Godthaab. A northern branch is 
natered at Godhavn. 

‘FAccording to 1952 statistics, there 

‘Here seven Danish and fifteen native 

yftheran pastors in Greenland. 


tf 


15 Lutheran Refugee Committees 
Planned Before End of May 


New York—At least 15 state or area 
Lutheran Refugee Committees for pro- 
motion of the joint National Lutheran 
Council and Lutheran Church-Mis- 
souri Synod resettlement program 
under the 1953 Refugee Relief Act will 
be organized before the end of May. 


The announcement was made here by 
Dr. Cordelia Cox, director of Lutheran 
Refugee Service. She added that ad- 
ditional state and area committees will 
be organized at meetings that are be- 
ing planned for the last days of May 
and June. 

The Lutheran Refugee Service plans, 
approved by the joint supervisory com- 
mittee, call for the organization of 
twelve “operational” committees which 
will employ paid help for the promotion 
of the program in key areas, and twenty 
volunteer committees. Together the 
committees will eventually cover 
thirty-two states. 

The first meetings for organization of 
state committees were called on May 4, 
at Jersey City, N. J.; May 5, at New 
Haven, Conn.; and May 6, at Albany, 
INSaYe 


The latter meeting was called to 
organize a committee for the state of 
New York, while another meeting will 
be held here on May 13 to organize a 
special committee for metropolitan 
New York City. 


Other organizational meetings schedul- 


Notice to All Pastors About Pension Fund 


[The New Pension Plan went into 
\ifect on May 1, 1954. Not all pastors 
five sent in their application for the 
jq@gansfer. We could transfer them auto- 
| Batically but prefer that each pastor let 
know if he desires to be transferred 
44 not. Up to May 8th only one pastor 

those who have responded, has stated 
jijsat he did not want to be transferred 
jj the new plan. Some of the Dana 
iollege and Trinity Seminary faculty 
ill not transfer as they belong to the 
Mona College Retirement fund. 

[Pastors in active service, regardless 

age, should pay their four per cent on 
i »e fixed salary of $3,000 even if they 
he past age 65 and were exempt from 
Vivying dues under the old plan. Pay- 
y}2nts should be made in advance either 
@ponthly ($10.), quarterly, semi-an- 
Jaally or annually. 

‘} Some pastors who are near the age of 
) or already past that age are asking: 
‘hat benefit will I receive from join- 


<= 


{ 
i 


ing the new plan? You will be guaran- 
teed a minimum pension; you will be 
helping to get the new plan started so 
better pensions can be received in the 
future. Those of that age should re- 
member that they, on retirement, will 
receive in pension in one year more 
than they have paid to the Fund since 
they first became members of the fund. 
The most any one has paid in is about 
$560. And the pension now being paid is 
$720. a year. 

The letter sent to the president of 
each congregation gives more infor- 
mation on this subject. 

If you have not returned your ap- 
plication to the undersigned then do it 
now. Send your dues to the synodical 
treasurer, Mr. H. J. Hansen, Box 548, 
Blair, Nebraska. 


Fraternally yours, 
A. Hofgaard, Chairman 
Board of Pensions. 


ed for May include sessions at Harris- 
burg, Pa., and at Tacoma, Wash., on 
May 12; Portland, Oregon, May 13; 
Minneapolis, Minn. May 19; Des 
Moines, Iowa, May 20; Lincoln, Nebr., 
May 21, Denver, Colorado, May 22; 
Chicago, Ill, and San Francisco, Cal., 
May 25; Los Angeles, Cal., May 26; and 
Dorchester, Mass., May 27. 

According to Dr. Cox, plans for 
organization of committees late in May 
or early im June are underway in 
Virginia, Tennessee, Michigan, Mis- 
souri, Ohio, and Wisconsin. 


ELC Completes First Film 
For New Television Series 

Minneapolis, Minn.—Press, radio and 
television representatives attended a 
special screening here of the pilot film 
in a television series planned by the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church. Similar 
screenings are planned for New York 
and Los Angeles. 

Under the general title “It Happened 
to Me,” the series as planned will draw 
for materials upon the experiences of 
persons who have discovered the rele- 
vancy of the Christian faith today. 

Screenings of the pilot film are plann- 
Allen, pianist, composer, and band lead- 
er whose meteoric rise in the enter- 
tainment world was interrupted by an 
accident in 1949 which left him per- 
manently crippled. 

Typical of the series format, the film 
is half an hour long, consisting of 
dramatization of portions of Allen’s 
life and climaxing with a personal 
interview in which Allen attests to the 
story as developed in the screened 
version and pinpoints in his own words 
the meaning Christianity has come to 
have for him. 

Screenings of the pilot film are plan- 
ned for all ELC congregations in May 
and June to acquaint members with the 
project and develop interest and sup- 
port. Preliminary plans call for thirteen 
films in this first series. 

Co-producers of the pilot film were 
the Rev. Norman Hammer, ELC TV 
evangelist, and Bill Karn, who also 
directed and wrote the script. Cast 
members include Myron Healey, Betty 
Lou Gerson, Dan Riss, and Don Harvey. 
The film is a product of ELC Television 
Productions, Inc., under the general ad- 
ministration of the ELC office of Public 
Relations. 


“Life” Features Lilje’s Story: 
Resurgence of (Lutheran) Faith 

New York—tThe story of how Luther- 
an Church of Germany survived the 
Nazi ordeal and resolutely transform- 
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ed itself to meet the new spiritual needs 
of the postwar period is told by Bishop 
Hanns Lilje of Hannover, president of 
the Lutheran World Federation, in the 
May 10th issue of “Life,” which is de- 
dicated to Germany. 

In an introductory note preceding the 
article which has been entitled ‘“Re- 
surgence of Faith,” the editors assert 
that “one of the most striking dif- 
ferences between postwar and prewar 
Germany is the revitalization of Protes- 
tantism.”’ 

They point out that “though church 
attendance figures are not importantly 
higher than they were, the Lutheran 
churches play a great enhanced role in 
public affairs.” 

Bishop Lilje states “Protestantism 
and the Lutheran Church are the faith 
and the denomination of a little more 
than half of the people of West 
Germany,” and adds that in East 
Germany “the proportion is even high- 
erg 

He goes on to explain that the Luth- 
eran Church has abandoned a “clear 
tradition that not long ago seemed in- 
flexible,’ namely the tradition of being 
“unhesitatingly loyal to the state, no 
matter what form it took.” 


He says that “the Church now re- 
cognizes that it has a responsibility in 
temporal matters,’ and quotes a state- 
ment made by Bishop Eivind Berg- 
grav of Oslo at the 1952 LWF Assembly 
at Hannover: “It is a truly terrible mis- 
representation of Lutheran doctrine to 
assert that wild conquerors and despotic 
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revolutionists should be acknowledged 
as God-appointed rulers as soon as they 
come into possession of power.” 

“Bishop Berggrav was saying what 
most German Lutherans now believe,” 
Dr. Lilje adds. 


From that premise he goes on to 
explain how the change came about in 
the light of the German Church’s and 
his own personal experience. 


Bishop Dibelius Views 
Church Status in East 


Oslo, Norway—The churches in East 
Germany face renewed attacks from 
the Communist regime but “still have 
an armistice that makes it possible to 
live,” according to Bishop Otto Dibelius 
of Berlin, head of the Evangelical 
Church in Germany. 


Here as a guest of the Norwegian 
Institute for Inter-Church Relations, the 
bishop analyzed the church situation 
in Germany in a number of speeches 
and press conferences. 

According to the press service of the 
Norwegian Institute, Bishop Dibelius 
stressed that both in East and in West 


Germany churches were changing 
“from pastors’ churches to laymen’s 
churches.” 


“When I stand in a pulpit in Germany 
now and recall the pre-war situation, 
I first notice that we now have many 
more laymen and more youth in the 
pews,” the German church leader said. 


He said that so far the East Zone 


NEWS AND NOTES 
(Continued from page 2) 

Interesting films and film strips were 
shown by the Rev. Jack Jacobsen of 
Marcus, Iowa, who spent a short time 
in our mission field in Sudan. Rev. 
Jacobsen told us many interesting in- 
cidents of our work there. After a 
short business session, refreshments 
were served in the social room of the 
church. The circuit meets in Audubon 
next year. 


Sunday School Group Asks 
War on Crime Comics 


Cleveland—A resolution calling up- 
on parents, pastors and teachers to en- 
list in a crusade against crime comic 
books was approved here by the board 
of directors of the National Sunday 
School Association. 

“Comic books depicting crime pre- 
sent a pattern of violence, brutality, 
sadism and blood lust unparalleled in 
the history of children’s literature of 
any time or nation.” 

“It is evident,” the resolution added, 
“that the ethical development of our 


youth is gravely threatened to the ex- 
tent that trust, loyalty, confidence, sol- 
idarity, sympathy, love, compassion, 
and other Christian virtues are con- 
sidered ridiculous.” 


Charging that ‘so-called juvenile de- 
linquency is a detailed imitation of 
comic book crime,” the resolution 
warned that “laws, law enforcement 
and industry self regulation are prov- 
ing to be inadequate curbs on these 
primers of crime.” 


A second adopted resolution called 
for a fight against “so-called progres- 
sive education.” 


It asked that “an aroused Christian 
citizenry demand through legal means 
at their disposal the dismissal of edu- 
cators who insist upon perpetuating 
systems of education inimical to the 
moral and spiritual welfare of chil- 
dren and youth.” 


Control of Leprosy 
By 1974 Set as Goal 


Dallas, Texas—Worldwide control of 
leprosy by 1974 was set as the goal of 


| 
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government had generally observed 
terms of the Church-State agreement 
June, 1953, but added that lat} 
members of Christian youth «grov a 
-have been exposed to new pressuagy 
some East Zone schools. 

He said that eighteen East Z| 
pastors, who were imprisoned befd 
the Church-State agreement was sign! 
had still not been released and tH 
seven more had been imprison 
recently. | 


LWF Lauded for Efficiency 
as Resettlement Agency re 

Geneva, Switzerland—Lutheran Wo} \: y 
Service of the Lutheran World Fedg ; 
ation was officially lauded here as oF 1 4 
of the “most effective” of all the voluj 
tary agencies 


mld 


a 
| 
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cooperating with ft 2 
Intergovernmental Committee  j}, 
European Migration in the resettlem@ i 
of refugees. | oF 

At the seventh session of the ICEQ 
the committee’s director, United Stat} a 
Ambassador Hugh Gibson announc@ . 
that in 1952 and 1953 all cooperatij 
agencies helped a total of 30,863 nit” 
grants to find new homes. i. 

“By far the largest number,” namef B 
7,820, were resettled under the auspicj . 
of the Lutheran World Federation, 1 
report said. i” 


The next largest group was resettl ii; 
under the auspices of the World Coun q " 
of Churches, which aided 5,376 in th. 
two-year period. The Internation 
Catholic Migration Commission help\ 


4,469. 


Wf 


American Leprosy Missions Ine. at thi: 
agency’s 46th annual convention her} 
Harold H. Henderson, general sel. 
retary, said that year was selected ¢ 
the “target” because it is the center) 
nial of the isolation of the leprosh, 
germ by Dr. Gerhard Armauer Har}. 
sen. . 


| 
| 
i. 
} 
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“There never was a day until noy 


when any person could justify a tell 
minal date” when leprosy might b 1 
brought under control, he said, “b 
now we are on the threshold of a ney 
day and a goal can be set.” | 


Although generally optimistic, Mull’ 
Henderson stressed the need for gov 
ernments of areas where Hansen’s ail. 
sease persists to assume complete rel). 
sponsibility for its control. But he sail), 
that “we stand ready to care for thi 


needs of victims not covered by oth 
elicns 


American Leprosy Missions, foundel i 
in 1906, maintains or aids 153 lepeli 
colonies, hospitals and institutions iil}! 
38 countries with the cooperation of} 
61 Protestant mission boards. i 
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t Our Foreign Mission Fields 

i Edited by Rev. K. R. Jensen, Viborg, South Dakota 
li 

i Our Colombia Mission 

i Compiled by Missionary Arnfeld C. Morck 


'#GEOGRAPHIC AND ETHNIC 
FEATURES 
_folombia lies to the extreme north- 
1h of South America, and touches 
ama, Venezuela, Brazil, Peru and 
fy jador. The only country of this 
uiinent whose shores are washed by 
i oceans, it has 1,109 miles of coast- 
§ 641 on the Caribbean Sea and 468 
te Pacific Ocean. Its principal sea- 
Hs are Cartagena, Barranquilla and 
fmmaventura. Bogota, its capital of 
4,000 people, sprawls on an inland 
jeeau a mile and three-quarters above 
applevel. 
ae \ e fourth largest of South America’s 
4 republics, Colombia has an estimat- 
rea of 439,928 square miles—some- 
Wt larger than the total area of the 
“es of California, Oregon, Washing- 
-fand Nevada. 
ith a total population of nearly 
“i )0,000, about 27 people live on each 
Wire mile. However, for a truer 
a mire of the density of population, it 
“i ld be remembered that 11,357,618 
*@ in the 16 “departamentos” (states) 
*h comprise less than half of 
imbia’s total area, while only an 
mated 283,968 people live in the 
tropical expanses of the unincorpo- 
A “intendencias” and “comisarias”. 
Hit densely populated are the valleys 
‘Mf plateaus of the three Andean 
i@ntain ranges that run through the 
et central part, rising to heights of 
m0 to 14,000 feet. Of Colombia’s 
ulation, -an estimated seven per 
. are pure Indians from 398 tribes, 
‘# per cent are pure negroes, twenty 
W@ cent are pure whites, and 68 per 
jt: are a mixture of these races. 
i ™fombia has no race problem. 
§#ne Magdalena River (Colombia’s 
(@esissippi), fed by 500 tributaries, 
cds northward for over 1,000 miles to 
‘Caribbean and is navigable for 825 
ees. Other great rivers flow into the 
@faoco and Amazon systems. 
\@limate throughout Colombia varies, 
erding to altitude, from tropical on 
g# coasts and interior lowlands to 
perate and cold in the mountains. 


‘) NATURAL RESOURCES 

AND INDUSTRY 
‘}>lombia is the second largest coffee 
i ducer in the world. Other important 
if ducts are: Bananas, sugar, cattle, 
MY ! oleum, textiles, emeralds, gold and 


4 . The vast mineral wealth of 


Colombia has only begun to be ex- 
ploited. The steel industry springing up 
at the recently opened mines of Paz de 
Rio has caused that area to boom and 
will bring about significant changes 
in the department (state) of Boyaca. 


RELIGIOUS FEATURES 


The most important indigenous 
culture of Colombia was that of the 
sun-worshipping Chibchas upon the 
ruins of which was superimposed, in 
the Spanish colonization, a Roman 
Catholic culture which had not so much 
as felt the impact of the Reformation. 
Thus, the religious enviroment is quite 
different from that of North America, 
whose colonizers brought with them 
from northern Europe the open Bible, 
the cleansing fires of the Reformation 
and a personal faith in the Risen Christ. 

Except a small number of Protestants 
and Jews, and the uncivilized tribes, 
most of which live along the Colombian 
headwaters of the Amazon, it can be 
said that nearly all Colombians are 
Roman Catholics. However, it would 
be fairly safe to say that only about 
30 per cent are voluntarily active in 
the practice of that religion, the per- 
centage of men being lower than this, 
and that of women higher. It is 
especially toward the indifferent or 
anti-Roman majority that the Evangeli- 
cal message is directed. 


Nearly a century ago the Presbyteri- 
ans made their first beginnings of mis- 
sionary work in Colombia. Today 23 
different Protestant mission organiza- 
tions are working here, in nearly all 
parts of the country. 


The CEDEC (Evangelical Federation 
of Colombia) census committee reports 
a Protestant communicant membership 
of 12,000 which represents an increase 
of 51% during the persecution years 
1948 to 1953. During this period, 43 
Protestant churches were destroyed 
and 52 Protestant church members 
died as martyrs, 110 Protestant primary 
schools were closed, despite the fact 
that over half of the Colombian 
children between 7 and 14 years are 
not in school. Today over 50,000 
Colombians and about 750 foreigners 
attend religious services, each week. 
The total Protestant constituency is 
estimated at over 100,000 people. These 
figures do not include the Colombian 
islands of San Andres and Providencia 


whose 7,500 people are nearly all 
Protestant. 


LUTHERAN BEGINNINGS 

A decade and a half ago a small 
group of courageous Lutherans began 
work in Boyaca. Bravely they wielded 
the Sword of the Spirit and generously 
sowed the Good Seed, suffering hard- 
ship, sickness and death. One of these 
consecrated pioneers lies buried in the 
historic soil of Boyaca; soil that 
silently keeps the secrets and guards 
the bones of the ancient Chibchas and 
is still trodden by the feet of their 
descendents; soil claimed by the sword 
of the proud Spanish conquistadores; 
soil that drank the blood of the heroic 
liberators of five free nations. 

When the first missionaries called by 
the ELC and the UELC arrived on the 
field in 1944, the above-mentioned in- 
dependent Lutheran mission had 
already gathered eight or nine groups 
of believers and opened a Bible School. 
With reinforcements from our mission 
it was possible to place resident mis- 
sionaries in four strategic towns, staff 
the Bible School, and open a new 
station in the capital of Boyaca. Scat- 
tered groups of believers were asking 
for regular services and resident mis- 
sionaries, national pastors and teachers. 
Four rustic chapels were built. Vast 
areas, where the Gospel was practical- 
ly unknown, lay open before us. 

God sustains through times of trouble 

Then began a time of reverses and 
persecution. Even before our mission 
assumed responsibility for the field in 
1946, another missionary had laid down 
her life for Christ in Colombia. A 
change in government took place that 
same year which led to the desperate 
politico-religious struggle which still 
prevails in the country. 

Nevertheless, God granted us a short 
time of fruitful work before the storm 
of persecution broke upon us in full 
force. A missionary was able to es- 
tablish residence in our main center on 
the Plains and thus supervise the work 
all through the lowlands extending 
northeast to Venezuela along the 
Arauca River. Working with him were 
two Colombian evangelists and two 
teachers. A promising new station was 
also opened in a small mountain town 
where property was bought for the mis- 
sionary home and chapel. Though con- 

(Continued on page 13) 
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The Church Will Soak You! 
By Paul S. Rees 


Abridged from a sermon delivered over stations WDGY, KTIS-FM, Minneapolis; WHLB, Virginia. 


Twenty-five years ago I heard the late Dr. M. S. Rice 
of Detroit tell a story to which my mind returned again 
and again. In the early 1920’s the church he _ served, 
which was Metropolitan Methodist, erected a new struc- 
ture at a cost of half a million dollars. In today’s inflated 
money it would cost perhaps three times that amount. 
PBPAPIIAVWAA IAP BILAN BPI INA BN ID PN 

TEXT: “Hereby perceive we the love of God, 
because he laid down his life for us: and we 
ought to lay down our lives for the brethren.” 

—I John 3:16. 
PPV GIN GD BVI IND DPV GINA AV GI On Pref 

While the work of building was going forward a gen- 
tleman asked for an appointment with Dr. Rice. He said 
he was giving serious consideration to the matter of 
becoming a member of Metropolitan church. There was 
one thing, however, that troubled him. He had been 
advising with a friend who had encouraged him to unite 
with some church—until he learned which church it was 
that the man was thinking of joining. When the friend 
discovered that it was Metropolitan, he said, “Don’t 
join that church; they will soak you!” 


“THE CHEAP DOOR” 


When Dr. Rice told us what he replied to the gentle- 
man, there was something a little shocking but extreme- 
ly bracing about it. Anyone who ever heard him or met 
him can imagine his friendly, even smiling, but never- 
theless completely frank manner as, looking the man 
straight in the eye, he said, “Your friend was right. We 
will ‘soak’ you. If you are afraid of being ‘soaked,’ don’t 
join here. If you are looking for a cheap church, don’t 
join this church. Go somewhere else, and may God help 
the cheap door you enter in his name.” 

For the record it can be stated, happily, that the gen- 
tleman, instead of being repelled by such candid speech, 
eagerly caught the challenge of it, saying, “You may 
take my name.” 

Good enough! The early Christians would have un- 
derstood such talk as that. The representatives of it who 
march across the pages of the New Testament lacked a 
great many things. For the most part, they lacked 
wealth. They lacked fine houses. They lacked servants. 
They lacked political power. They lacked social prestige. 
They lacked military honors. But one thing they did not 
lack was an understanding that fellowship with Jesus 
Christ and his church meant the sacrificial giving up 
and laying down of their lives for the sake of the Sav- 
ior who had won them to himself. 

Dragging money into the bargain never would have 
fazed them. Finance, big or little, was a bagatelle. It 
was their all that they laid upon consecration’s flam- 
ing altar. Our text says it, handsomely and heroically, 


“Hereby perceive we (the members of the Christ}’ 
community) the love of God, because he laid down jy’ 
life for us: and we ought to lay down our lives for | 
brethren.” 

When your contract with Christ reads like that, 
are not afraid of getting “soaked.” It’s an expected rh 
of the enterprise. The appeal is not to the enjoyment 
softness but to the endurance of hardness. Here ij 
note, I venture to say, that today’s churches need, 
recapture. 


associated with our text. 


I. 


For one thing, we should recognize that the chur: 
a society of seers, and vision is costly. 

I know the word “seer” sounds remote and st 
modern ears, suggestive of the lonely peaks of saci 
mountains or the dim recesses of quiet cloisters. Evjy;, 
an up-to-date dictionary may not help you much unljj,; 
you read all of the meanings it gives for “seer.” It 
probably start out by telling you it means one who fo 


ly when the seeing is the seeing of insight. 


“CURSING AND CUFFING” 


There’s a word for it in our text: “perceive.” “Hel 
by perceive we the love of God, because he laid do 
his life for us.” It means to see the Cross of Christ 
some saving degree of understanding and faith. To 
it not as so much wood and nails and blood and sweji:' 


ing and cuffing by passionately bitter, blind men! To gf 
it, rather, as God’s utterly holy and selfless love givi 


moreover, as a love which, once men caerendee to it, py 
them under bonds to lay down their lives for others! 

The church of Jesus Christ, we must understand, 
made up of people who, however unlike in other wa; 
are brought together in the controlling fact that this] 
what they have seen in the Cross of Calvary. 


Tt: 


What is more, the Church is a family of members, a 
membership is costly. “We ought to lay down our live! 
—for whom? “For the brethren,” says John. “Brethre| : 
is a family word. The relationship it suggests is that | 
one member to another and of all members to the hez 

This is a good place to say that the casual use tod) 
of the phrase “church member” is a pathetically far ¢ 


fet me read you a description of the “real thing” in 
Paul’s First Epistle to the Corinthians: “For by one 
Fpirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be 
ifews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have 
ren all made to drink into one Spirit. For the body is not 
e member, but many . . . And whether one member 


}2:13, 14, 26). 


t 


| -There’s a third reason why Dr. Rice was right when 
e said, “The church will ‘soak’ you”: the church is a 
llowship of lovers, and love is costly. “Hereby perceive 
fre the love of God, because he laid down his life for 
BS,” 


Once upon a time someone among the angels, I sup- 
pose, might have taken God off in a corner of heaven, 
md said: “Don’t go down and join yourself to that world 
#if selfish, foolish, quarreling humans. They will ‘soak’ 
you. You will end up on a Cross.” 


Who am I to put upon the lips of God the answer he 
ould have given that angel? But it’s at least a rever- 
mt guess that he might have said: “O angel, you may 
nderstand my power and my majesty. What you don’t 
nderstand is my love. Love is not afraid to be ‘soaked,’ 
1) be taken advantage of, to be spit upon, and ill requit- 
d. Love feels a pain yet flinches not, is glad of a re- 
ward but is not dependent on it. So I go—go to lay 
flown my life, go to a Cross!” 


“ABSORBING THE WORST” 


So, fellow Christians, if we feel our souls shriveled 
and shrunken for want of love—Calvary love—let’s bring 
them to the Cross anew. What means this Cross, where 
‘nlind men curse the One who is the world’s light, where 
tosroud men jeer the One who is humility itself, where 
ricky, hypocritical men mock the One who is immacu- 
ate holiness? What is it? you ask. It is God getting 
“soaked,” and making no complaints about it. It is Love 
tabsorbing the worst and overcoming it. 


IV. 


Here’s a final suggestion: the church, besides being a 
esociety of seers and a family of members and a fellow- 
eship of lovers, is a community of givers, and giving is 
scostly. “We ought to lay down our lives!” 


The prevailing philosophy of the world is “Get!” “Get 
-what’s coming to you.” Sometimes our actions seem to 
:say something even stronger: “Get what’s coming to you, 
‘and if it isn’t coming to you, get it anyhow.” 
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When Christ redeems and controls, the philosophy 
of life is reversed: “Give! Give to those who have it com- 
ing to them; and if they don’t have it coming to them, 
give anyhow.” 


“LET’S NOT FUDGE” 


The church will soak you in the time it asks you to 
give. It cannot do otherwise, since it is the organ and 
agent of him who said, “I must work the works of him 
that sent me while it is day; the night cometh when no 
man can work” (John 9:4). Since we met in this sanct- 
uary last Sunday morning, you and I have had one 
hundred and sixty-eight hours of time allotted to us. 
Honestly, now, how many of them have we given— 
freely, cheerfully given—to those things that Jesus 
Christ declared were the work of his church, such mat- 
ters as prayer, Bible reading, coming together with 
other Christians for worship, getting out and winning 
others to Christ? Let’s not fudge on our answer. Make 
for yourself an honest estimate. How many hours out 
of the hundred and sixty-eight for your own soul and 
the souls of others? 


The church will “soak” you in the money it asks you 
to give. It frankly tells you that your attitude toward 
what you call your money is an acid test of your attitude 
toward your Master. It will keep you reminded that 
“Jesus sat over against the treasury and beheld how 
people cast money into the treasury” (Mark 12:41). It 
will tell you, with equal frankness, that if you stand up 
in the song service to sing “All to Jesus I Surrender” 
and then when the offering plate is passed give less than 
the price of a package of cigarettes or a movie ticket, 
you are fooling nobody but yourself. 


But, most of all, the church will “soak” you in what it: 
asks you to give of yourself. It asks nothing less than 
all! “We ought to lay down our lives!” Not our money 
only, or our time only, or some fragments of skill and 
strength only, but our lives. 


Mind, it is possible to give much and still hold on to 
ourselves. That way lies trouble. Two kinds of trouble, 
as a rule: if we give anything less than ourselves, we are 
almost certain to be over-concerned about a reward; and, 
second, we are equally certain to be upset, if not em- 
bittered, when what we give is not appreciated as we 


think it ought to be. 


Ah, yes, the church will “soak” you. Being what it 
is—a society of seers, a family of members, a fellow- 
ship of lovers, a community of givers—it cannot do 
otherwise. “We ought to lay down our lives!” We ought 
to be like Barnabas and Paul, of whom it was said, 
they are “men who hazarded their lives for the name of 
our Lord Jesus Christ” (Acts 15:26). 

—Covenant Weekly 
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May 24, 1954 


From Trinity Lutheran Church, Westbrook, Maine 


It is interesting to read in the columns of the Ansgar 
Lutheran, and learn of the activities of fellow Leaguers 
in other parts of the country. In many instances we 
notice that Leaguers are using “YOUTH PROGRAMS” 
for Lutheran youth. We have been happy with the type 
of programs presented in “YOUTH PROGRAMS.” We 
feel they are good for Leaguers in Christian growth and 
becoming more firmly established in our Christian Faith. 
One, or several Leaguers share in presenting some of 
these topics at our League meetings. We do not succeed 
as well as might be desired in discussing, as a group, 
the topic after it has been presented. In spite of that, 
we are confident we have received some good, as the 
topics have been so thoroughly presented. Our Pastor 


has also led us in Bible Study. 


We are fortunately situated living on the seaboard. 
During the summer, we frequently have a Beach Party 
on one of our many suitable beaches. In Casco Bay, 
which forms a part of Portland (Me.) harbor, there are 


a number of islands. Each summer we take a sail to~ 
one of these islands where we go for a swim on the | 


beach. One of our Leaguer’s parents have a summer 
home on one of these islands, where we go at least once 
every summer. Last summer eight of our Leaguers were 
able to go to Bible Camp at Lake Winnepesaukee, New 
Hampshire. We also have a Progressive Dinner in the 
summer when our college students are home. 


There are not many Lutheran churches in this area. } 


However, the Luther Leagues of the five Lutheran 
churches of Greater Portland which includes West- 


ny 24, 1954 


ok and Falmouth, have united themselves into the 
ociated Luther Leagues of Greater Portland. We 
to meet six times a year, one of these meetings 


S 


Pastor Philip Nieft, Highland St., Lutheran Church, 
Worcester, Mass. 


Left to right: 


Officers, ere Pastor Advisor of Associated Luther Leagues, Greater Portland. 
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being a sail to one of the islands of Casco Bay, where 
we have a swim and then a program on the beach, The 
other meetings are held Sunday evenings in one of the 
Lutheran churches, each League taking their turn in 
entertaining. At Vespers our parents and friends attend. 


On March 28, 1954, The Luther League of Trinity 
Lutheran Church was host to the Associated Luther 
Leagues. The business session was held at 5:30 P.M. 
Mr. Robert Palmer of Emmaus Lutheran Church 
(UELC) Falmouth, is President. Mr. John Leerson, Im- 
manuel Lutheran Church (Aug.) Portland, is Vice Pres- 
ident. Miss Patricia Petersen, Trinity Lutheran Church 
(UELC), Westbrook, is Secretary. Miss Carol Buck, 
Immanuel Lutheran Church (Aug.), Portland is Trea- 
surer. Following the business meeting, a film entitled: 
“As For Me And My House” was shown. This film was 
shown on the television program “This Is The Life” 
sponsored by the Mo. Synod. Our Leaguers with the 
help of some of the parents served the group supper. 
At the vespers Pastor Philip Nieft, Pastor of the High- 
land Street Lutheran Church, Worcester, Mass., was 
the guest speaker, using as his topic: “My Son Give Me 
Thine Heart.” 


We send our greetings to our Leaguer friends in other 
parts of the country. 
Nancy-Lee Nielson 
Secretary, Trinity Luther League 
Westbrook, Maine. 


Robert Palmer, Emmaus Luther League (UELC), Falm outh, Maine, President. 

Patricia Petersen, Trinity Luther League (UELC), Westbrook, Maine, Secretary. 

Flmer W. Anderson, Trinity Lutheran Church (UELC) , Westbrook, Maine, Pastor Advisor. 
Carol Buck, Immanuel Luther League (Aug.), Portland, Maine, Treasurer. 

John Leerson, Immanuel Luther League (Aug.), Portland, Maine, Vice President. 


12 


THE ANSGAR LUTHERAN 


May 24, 1s 


FIIAAAIIAA IAI IA ALISA SAS SI IAA ASI SAIS SAS SIL IAS IS ISIS IAAI III HH KAA I AKIGGC 


BY THE FIRESIDE : 


BE_B EER REI EI HD EDI DI IH EE IHEP bE HH EB bE pbb bh 


WHAT GOD HATH PROMISED 


God hath not promised 
Skies always blue 

Flower strewn pathways 
All our lives through. 

God hath not promised 
Sun without rain 

Joy without sorrow . 


Peace without pain. 


But God hath promised 
Strength for the day 
Rest for the laborer 
Light on the way. 
Grace for the trial 
Help from above 
Unfailing sympathy 
Undying love. 


—Author Unknown 


eee 


GOD MUST BE LIKE THAT 


As he taught and healed the 
multitudes, 
Or fed them by the sea, 
As he prayed upon a mountain 
Overlooking Galilee, 
As he stilled the raging tempest, 
As he made the waves obey, 
There was something in his 
majesty 
That made the people say, 
“God must be like that.” 


As he blessed the little children, 
Cheered the aged and depressed, 
As he healed the broken-hearted 
And relieved the sore-distressed, 
As he taught men to be neighbors, 
As he taught men how to pray, 
There was something in his 
winsomeness 
That made the people say, 
“God must be like that.” 


O Christ, who healed the lepers 
With a power from God above, 
Cleanse thou my heart from secret 
sin 
And fill it full of love— 
Love that will manifest itself 
In likeness unto thee, 
For something in thy Godliness 
Has gripped the soul of me— 
And I would be like that. 
Kenneth W. Sollitt. 


FLOWERS A’MISS 


“I thank you for the flowers you 
sent,” she said, and smiled, and blush- 
ed, and drooped her head. “I’m sorry 
for the words I spoke last night; your 
sending me the flowers proved that 
you were surely right.” 

He forgave her, and as they talked 
beneath the bowers, he wondered who 
it was that had sent her the flowers! 


—Gospel Herald, 


PSALM EIGHTY-FOUR 
How lovely is Thy House, O God, 
Thy courts are wondrous fair; 
My longing soul, my fainting flesh 
Cry out for shelter there. 


Upon Thine altars, Lord of Hosts, 
The sparrow builds her nest, 

The swallow finds her dwelling place 
And lays her young to rest. 


The tents of wickedness abound, 
They lure and they betray; 

I’d rather keep God’s temple doors 
If only for a day. 


For he who dwells within Thy house, 

Who takes to heart Thy ways, 

Who finds’ refreshment in Thy 
strength, 

Shall sing Thy constant praise. 


Thou art a Sun, Thou art a Shield, 
A Glory and a Grace; 

How blessed is the man who knows 
The splendor of Thy face! 


O may I go from strength to strength 
And learn to serve aright; 
For no good thing wilt Thou with- 
hold 
From him who walks in light. 
—Rollin Pease. 


THE SUCCESS OF 
APPARENT FAILURE 

To see the work that one has done his 
best in and has apparently failed 
prosper and grow in another’s hands 
is a severe test of one’s faith and de- 
votion. But if we look deeper, we shall 
find that fidelity is never failure. It is, 
indeed, high success. For a person to 
be faithful in the midst of hindrances 
and discouragements is to win the 
applause of Heaven. He who holds the 
fort until relief comes is quite as worthy 
of honor as he who heads the relief 
corps that breaks through the enemy’s 
lines. All victories are built upon many 


ineffectual attempts. A thousand effo 
are made to reach the North Pole. Ni 
hundred and ninety-nine fail, but 
thousandth wins through the experien 
gained by the nine hundred and nine 
nine. No one is defeated, no o1 
fails who preserves an unconquer 
spirit. 


THE LORD’S PRESENCE 


Within Me. It is no longer I th 
live, but Christ liveth in me. Galati 
220% 

Without Me. Because He is at 
my right hand, I shall not be move 
Psalms 16:8. 

Above Me. Hide me under 
shadow of Thy wing. Psalm 17:8. 

Beneath Me. Underneath are tl 
everlasting arms. Deuteronomy 33:2 

Before Me. I will go before thee, an 
make the rough places smooth. Isai 
45:2. 

Behind Me. The God of Israel will 
your rearward. Isaiah 52:12. 

Round About Me. As the mountai 
are round about Jerusalem, so the Lo: 
is round about His people. Psalm 125: 


KILL THE SPIDER 


same way: “And, Lord, clean all th 
cobwebs out of my life.” I think yo 
know what he was talking about. Thi 


too often. So when the man made thai 
prayer, the fellow jumped to his fee 
and shouted: “Lord, Lord, don’t do it, 
Kill the spider!” Beloved, that’s 
what needs to happen.—Gospel Herald’ 


While visiting in a small town which 
had its full share of divorced people, a 
prominent clergyman met a charming 
young lady who introduced him to her 
mother. The mother had _ recentl 
married for the second time, and im- 
mediately after the introductions said: 

“You noticed that my name is not the 
Same as my daughter’s name, but Please 
don’t take me for a divorcee. Thank 
goodness, my first husband died.” | 

As the young man entered the church 
at a wedding, an usher asked, “Are you 
related to the bride or groom?” 

Came the reply, “No, I’m the de- 
feated candidate,” 
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CONVENTION NOTICE 


The 58th Annual Convention of the 
ited Evangelical Lutheran Church 
be held at Our Saviour’s Lutheran 
urch, Audubon, Iowa, June 15-20 
winning with the opening services 
June 15 at 8:00 pm. Our 
fap cntion Theme is: “Onward and 
pward by the Spirit.” All congrega- 
ms are urged to send delegates, one 
legate for each fifty members 
wenty-one years or over, or major 
| tion thereof. Delegates will please 
ve credential blanks filled out, bring 
_the Convention, and give to the 
edential Committee. All matters 
ich require convention action should 
|in the hands of the Church Council 
' June Ist. See below for further in- 
nation from the host congregation. 
ny God pour out His rich blessing 
on our 58th Convention. Pray for 
Convention. 


Hans C. Jersild, President 


Lawrence Siersbeck, Secretary 


cordial invitation is extended by 
ar Saviour’s Lutheran Church, Au- 
[bon, Iowa, to the Synodical Con- 
mtion delegates, pastors and guests 
ne 15th to 20th. 


odging will be supplied in private 
mes in the vicinity. Advance reser- 
ttion is imperative. For those who 
efer to arrange for commercial ac- 
mmodations, we have four motels 
.d some tourist rooms. We have no 
stels. Details and rates will be sent 
on request. 


Address all reservations and inquiries 

Mrs. E. V. Magnussen, Circle Drive, 
mdubon, Iowa, giving full details as 
date of arrival, length of stay, num- 
“r in party, etc. and whether or not 
ou will have your own car. 


Transportation will be furnished 
‘om rail stations at Carroll or Atlan- 
x upon request. We have bus serv- 
-e from Des Moines and Omaha via 
savis Bus Lines. 


Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church 
Earl R. Lang, President. 


See Convention Registration Blank 
on page 15 
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OUR COLOMBIAN MISSION 
(Continued from page 7) 


=mplated for years, our opening work 
1 Bogota, the national capital, came 
s a direct result of the persecution 
thich forced us out of Duitama, our 
Jain center in Boyaca. 

Persecution which had been sporadic 
ecame general and organized. Re- 
eated stonings of our homes, schools 
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and meeting places became common. 
Several believers were imprisoned; 
others killed. Four of our rural chapels 
and two missionary homes were de- 
stroyed and all our primary schools 
closed. Entire congregations were rout- 
ed and scattered by priest-incited mobs 
who left in their wake the smoldering 
ruins of many a peace-loving country 
home. Local authorities proved in- 
different or powerless against the subtle 
pressure of ecclesiastical demagogues. 

It has not been easy to adjust to these 
discouraging circumstances. Yet, the 
believers have proved staunch through 
it all. Some have ‘been able to return 
to their communities. Others have 
settled in new areas, and thus the 
Gospel has been spread. Though unable 
to meet for worship, their lives have 
preached the Living Word. Enemies 


have become friends; persecutors 
Christians witnesses. 
Missionaries have tried through 


letters to encourage believers in these 
communities where visits from them 
would only mean renewed persecution. 
Meanwhile, they have concentrated 
their efforts in the cities, gathering the 
refugees from the country and making 
new contacts. 


Reintegration and progress 

Now a growing congregation wor- 
ships in our beautiful and strategically 
located church in Bogota. 

Our Institute Biblico-Cultural con- 
tinues its important work of training 
teachers and evangelists. 

Two young men, recently graduated 
from Concordia Seminary in Buenos 
Aires, have returned to their native 
Colombia and are preaching the Word 
to their countrymen. Five more as- 
pirants to the ministry are now either 
studying or doing practical work in 
education, evangelism and literature. 
Some of these are a direct fruit of our 
student work. 

Much emphasis is placed on produc- 
ing Spanish-Lutheran literature for 
evangelism and Christian education. 
Several important works have been 
published and others are in preparation. 
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The Lutheran World Federation now 
carries on a thriving work among 
foreign Lutherans whom missionaries 
had tried to serve in a very limited 
way. . 

Field staff 

Our present staff consists of 14 
foreign missionaries (counting mis- 
sionary wives), four Colombian pastors 
and evangelists, and six Colombian 
teachers. 


Hopes of tomorrow 

The persecution has proved a means 
of testing and purging. New life is 
evident in some of the places where in- 
difference and factions had retarded 
the work. Eager listeners crowd into 
the patios of country homes to hear 
the preaching of the Word after four 
years of interruption. Some are hearing 
the Gospel for the first time. Believers 
are eager to rebuild destroyed chapels 
and schools. 

Even though the present government 
hes not shown itself favorable to 
Protestant activity, it has stopped the 
civil war and is striving to bring about 
normal conditions in the country. This 
has lessened tension and it facilitates 
our work. Even in Casanare, which is 
part of the so-called “Mission ter- 
ritories’ where the Roman Church has 
been able to implement a government 
prohibition of Protestant primary 
schools and severe restrictions of work 
and worship, we hope to carry on by 
means of home visitation and personal 
evangelism. Plans are being made for 
rebuilding devastated areas and open- 
ing new work in industrial cities and 
country places. 

More than ever we have been made 
aware of the fact that the progress of 
the Kingdom does not depend upon 
man but upon the power of God’s 
Word. 

“And were the world with devils 
filled all watching to devour us, our 
souls to fear we need not yield, they 
cannot overpower us: Their dreaded 
prince no more can harm us as of yore; 
his rage we can endure, for lo! his doom 
is sure, a word shall overthrow him.” 


THE DANISH TRAVEL AGENCY 


Overseas Passenger Bureau, Inc. 
ELSE P. SEHESTED, Gen. Mgr. 


35 WEST 53RD STREET 
NEW YORK 19, N. Y. 


Telephones: 


Circle 5-6146-6147 


Reservations for All Ship and Air Lines 
Tours Arranged. Hotel Reservations Made. 


Information Free. 


All Details Can Be Arranged by Mail 


TRAVEL TO DENMARK 
ETS a NE A PD ie REE! EY 
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Chil- Pe 

KNOWLED VIE Total dren’s School General Home Indian Utah sio 
AC 0 DG NTS Received Homes Fund Fund Mission Mission Mission Fur 
eee ee EES SLOT EEE SO Ty SO 


Shennington, Wis., St. Peter’s Luth. Ladies Aid in memory of Mrs. Jacob 
RSUEN GC SLONSIEY 010) eSoee eterna sect recede rch oe NEN i NPR te Ee 


LOMO) Oye, TESA MWEAN, (CIETY — cesncoccenconencr ec daseaeownibe ape ke 
Sleepy Hye, Minn., Trinity Luth. Church ................ > 


Dely Rey, (Calif, Pella, uth. Church 0.00.00. oes 
West Branch, Ia., Bethany Luth. Church 
Sidney, Mont., Mr. and Mrs. Nels Bach ........ Sree 
Moorhead mila. ebethesdag luthye Church mits inte) eee 
MUONENOO, Hilly WSNEIOVO) IONS GInTRAS A, | oa-pazceasenpestinoctreere ectibesaoenawmeesenneebiccs. 
Kankakee, Ill, in memory of J. P. Christiansen of St. Ansgar Church: 

St. Ansgar Ladies Aid, Mr. and Mrs. M. Weaver, Miss Mary Jen-| ... 

sen, Miss Julianna Jensen, Mr. and Mrs. J. M. Christensen and Mr.| 

and Mrs. N. H. Bendikson, each $2 
Minneapolis, Minn., Luth. Bible Inst. for Rev. A. R. Petersen ... 


Audubon, Ia., Danish Ladies Aid in memory of Mrs. Johanne Larsen ...., | 
Penn Yan, N. Y., Mr. and Mrs. Albert Johnson in memory of Joey Powers! 
Sidney, Mont., J. O. Rasmussen of Brorson Luth. Church... ee | 
Brookville, Minn., Fredsminde Guth. Chureh 2.0.0 | 


1906.63 


South Gen. | 
SPECIAL MISSIONS Total Japan Amer. Santal Sudan Jewish China L.W.A. Fore 
Received Mission Mission Mission’ Mission Mission Mission Missi 


LE OUSIb CO andor aaeie ao nae ee ee 11630.69 


Reedley, Calif., Mrs. Louis Hansen in memory of Mrs. Sara 


Westbrook, Me., Trinity Luth. Sunday School Baster offering .. ee ae ne cnet me ba 
Racine, Wis., Our Savior’s Luth. Sunday school Easter offering 46. Pale. < 3 a, ae [he See 
Kenmare, N. Dak., Mr. and Mrs. O. C. Olsen and Lorraine in of ; 
THAI ORE OMAN, “(SHU KEFATSOIAY Suncntune sad eeeseoussh snaceniansposaetevucs Aoctasoee tek 
Kenmare, N. D., in memory of Olina Gilbertson: Mrs. M. Rin- | 
gen, Mr. and Mrs. L. Jorgensen, Mr. and Mrs. Ted Waaler, 
Mr. and Mrs. F. Gissell, Mr. and Mrs. lL. P. Hansen, and 
Mr. and Mrs. Vernon McBride , 
Milwaukee, Wis., Kingo W.M.S. ............ 
Racine, Wis., Our Savior’s W.M.S. 


Racine, Wis., Emmaus W.M.S. for Board of Foreign Missions | 


Chicago, Frances and Edwin Jorgensen in memory of Mrs. 
Alinneliey, Sontewisa, (Setbnney, Chul, oo. scce San enocaasnroaierersoorecerasobece ceo: 
Miiiwanake eum VVilcie eka nie on u Loe Churchine sete een) mune 


Mir and Mrsi) Howard, Brandeland) ..--.......e0 
Mr. and Mrs. Walter Brink | 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Wilson $2, Mr. and Mrs. C. Robert- 


Audubon, Ia., Danish Ladies Aid of Our Savior’s Luth. Shurch ADO coe TOG: ES ial 
Waupaca, Wis., Trinity Lutheran W.M.S., offering at meeting’ | ..... : Ae say | er eee 


Oakland, Calif.. members and friends of Our Savior’s| uth. | 0 


CHURCH AND SCHOOL DRIVE 
Dana Chureh 
Total Building Exten- 


Received Fund sion Fd. Received with thanks. 
Previously acknowledsed r me 1210470.41]]126134.55/84335.86 . 
Audubon, Ia., Danish Ladies Aid of Ourl re ie eee Sane Blair, Nebr., May 14th, 1954. 
Senialoyetsp bead, Olney |), en | 20.00] ....... ae fl 20.00 
Greenville, Mich.. St. Paul’sLuth. Church] 114.00] | 57.00] 57.00 H. J. Hansen, Treas. 


Total/210604.41//126191.55|84412.86 
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SCHEDULE FOR MISS HELEN MARGARET JACOBSEN 


IN THE IOWA DISTRICT 


May 19—June 13 


per seemed doubtful. Nerves were 


| est (Branch Wednesday, May 19 
Des Moines Thursday, May 20 
oulter Friday, May 21 

Cedar Falls Sunday, May 23 
HHumboldt and 
IR utland Monday, May 24 
HRolfe Tuesday, May 25 
wGraettinger Wednesday, May 26 
HRingsted Wednesday, May 26 
HRoyal Thursday, May 27 
Spencer Thursday, May 27 
iBeresford Friday, May 28 
Spring Valley Friday, May 28 
WViborg Sunday, May 30 
mSi0ux City Sunday, May 30 
pOyens Tuesday, June 1 
Marcus Tuesday, June 1 
eStorm Lake Wednesday, June 2 
Harlan Thursday, June 3 
Macksonville Thursday, June 3 
HK imballton Friday, June 4 
‘Audubon and 
HE benezer Friday, June 4 
Hilk Horn Sunday, June 6 
Hixira and 
Hamlin Sunday, June 6 
Avoca Tuesday, June 8 
Shelby Tuesday, June 8 
oon Rapids and 
Scranton Wednesday, June 9 
KA tlantic Thursday, June 10 
Moorhead Friday, June 11 
NNeola Friday, June 11 
bCouncil Bluffs Sunday, June 13 
fUnderwood Sunday, June 13 
CRAZY 


all day 
circuit—afternoon 
public—evening 
circuit—afternoon 
public—evening 
all day 


all day 

all day 
circuit—afternoon 
meeting—evening 
meeting—afternoon 
meeting—evening 
circuit—afternoon 
meeting—evening 
morning service 
evening service 
circuit—afternoon 
meeting—evening 
all day 
circuit—afternoon 
meeting—evening 
meeting—afternoon 


meeting—evening 
morning service 


evening service 
circuit—afternoon 
meeting—evening 


all day 

all day 
meeting—afternoon 
meeting—evening 
morning service 
evening service 


“Some people think I’s talking to my- 
alf, but I ain’t. I’s talking to the Lord 
sus,” announced the 62-year-old Pull- 
nan porter as he continued making up 
serths. 

It was Sunday morning and most of 
= had expected to be in our home 
nurches by this time, but a speeding 
“eight train had piled 19 cars across 
ur path. Even getting home for sup- 


taut from the excitement and heads 
were aching from the continual bump- 
ing and shifting of our car in the dif- 
ficult process of hooking it to the main- 
line train on tracks warped by the 
wreck. 


Amid all the excitement, the porter 
went about his work calmly and 
preached as he went. “Oct. 1, 1937, 
was the greatest day of my life. That 


15 


was the day I found the Lord Jesus. 
Everybody thought old Kelly was crazy 
when for five days he didn’t come back 
Koy Joh, Olen” 

“He was crazy,” he chuckled as he 
folded a blanket deftly with long-ex- 
perienced hands, “crazy about the Lord 
Jesus.” 

“And I’s still crazy about the Lord 
Jesus.” Newspapers were dropped and 
nerves relaxed as everyone strained to 
hear this simple, uneducated preacher. 
“T’s crazy about Him because in 44 
years of Pullman service old Kelly’s 
seen lots of wrecks, but the Lord Jesus 
ain’t let one hair of his head be touch- 
ed. The good Lord takes care of all 
them what puts their trust in Him.” 

—Maud Powlas 


Norwalk, Calif., Wm. Hanson, Pas- 
tor. The new Parish Education Unit 


was dedicated April 4th in the fore- 
noon. President Hans C. Jersild of- 
ficiated. The average Sunday school 
attendance in March was 538. The en- 
rollment is 734. 


CONVENTION NOTICE 
(Continued from page 13) 


CONVENTION REGISTRATION 
(Mail to Mrs. H. V. Magnussen, 


Audubon, Iowa) 


Couple ( ) Man ( ) 
No. of Children ( ) 


Will carrive™ (date), Recsvceccovenssccc:ccaventoustrusscsteccacoe 


Will “leaves Cd ate i ccs cre: sce pepescsnedesee nee eee 
Driving, own car( )i: Bus’ ( )>  Lrain ©): 
Desire transportation from Atlantic ( ) 
CarrolleG 
I will attend banquet: 
WEES) eee) ) ee Be) 
Leama PastoniGs) Delegate ( ) Guest ( ) 


CCVOUPEOMY AE IRSORANANES pho pancaceresaccened ho ssecocconcsnancsaxs 


Eee 
GUYER AND HANSEN 
LOANS 
NSURANCE — REAL ESTATE 
Successor to N. T. Lund Co. 
BLAIR, NEBRASKA 
|. Lyle Guyer P. V. Hansen 


————— essa 


Lincoln 


FORD VAN LINES 


Nebraska 


COURTEOUS AND RELIABLE MOVING VAN 


SERVICE TO AND FROM ANYWHERE 
Local Agent: MRS. DAN GREENO 


College Hill, Blair, Nebraska 


Phone 2727 


Vacation Bible School Material 


OUTLINE PICTURES TO COLOR 


In each of these books are 15 Bible stories, print- 
ed in large size type on alternate pages, with a full 
page outline drawing connected with the story, and 
two short memory verses on the pages opposite. 
Page two has space for the child’s name. Each 
book 32 pages, size 6 x 8% inches with illustrated 
heavy paper cover. (C-23) 


No. B1481K. Old Testament Stories 
No. B1478K. The Life of Christ 
No. B1484K. Jesus, the Great Helper 


Each 15 cents 


tien VI 
SEWING = % 
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BOXES OF SEWING CARDS 


Attractive, Instructive, Educational 
Ten beautiful mottoes, 64 x 7°4, with holes 
punched for sewing wonderful Religious Texts. A 
blunt needle and a quantity of colored yarn to 
start them. Appreciated by old and young. In a 
beautiful gift box. (E-35) 
Price, 30 cents 


SEWING TEXT CARDS 


Heavy Bristol cards that have 1300 small holes 
punched through them permitting the child to sew 
in one or more colors of thread or yarn. (Thread 
not included). (E-35) 


Size 64%4 x 8% inches. The following texts and 

designs are available: 
No. 1. Rock of Ages 

No. 2. Love One Another 
No. 3. God Is Love 
No. 15. Thanks Be Unto God 
No. 23. The Lord Is My Shepherd 
No. 33. Trust in the Lord 


Price, 20 cents per dozen, plus postage 


200 SOUTH FIFTH STREE 


= 


With the Summer Vacation Bible School Season Only a Few Weeks Away, 
We Urge You To Place Your Order For Material TODAY, While Our Stc 
Are Still Complete. Check Through The List, Below ... See Our Current Cat- 
alog For Other Available Vacation Bible School Material. 


Bible Story Coloring Books 


for 
the 


Large Pages 


Big Pictures in 


Bold Lines 
Minimum of Detail 


Sixteen of the best-known Bible stories in each book 
presented sufficiently simple for the small child to 
color. Short descriptive titles and large type for 
every picture are worded for the child’s vocabulary. 
Scripture reference for each design. Size 8%x115% 
inches. (G-38) 

No. 4606. Old Testament Coloring Book 

No. 4607. New Testament Coloring Book 

No. 4608. Bible Coloring Book. (Contains eight each 
of favorite Old Testament and New Testa- 
ment Bible stories.) 

God’s World Coloring Book. (Sixteen popu- 
lar everyday pictures.) 


20 cents each; $2.25 a dozen 


No. 4609 


No. 4609 


Bible-Centered Coloring 
Book for Younger Childre 


No. 4621. ABC Bible Coloring Boc 
A big book with gaily colored co 
with a full page for every letter of t 
alphabet to be colored and_ studie 
Each letter of the alphabet is asso 
ated with an appropriate illustrati 
and has a selected Scripture referenc 

Includes pages illustrating Anima 
Easter, Jesus, Moses, Prayer, Witnes 
ing, Zacharias, etc. 


The pages are large enough for smé 
children to work with—8%x1l 
inches. Pictures are big and bold 
be easier for this age group. (G-3: 


35 cents each, $3.85 a dozen 


Sutheran Publishing ftouse 


00 


BLAIR, NEBRASKA 


UU 
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